THE CONSTITUTION OF 

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA

ASSOCIATION OF STUDENT GOVERNMENTS

ARTICLE I - NAME

The name of this organization shall be the University of North Carolina Association of Student Governments (UNCASG), hereafter referred to as “the Association.”

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE.
Section 1. The purposes of the Association shall be.

(1) Develop and maintain open lines of communication between institutions, preserve each student’s right to a quality education, and promote the issues deemed beneficial to students.

(2) Actively promote affordable, quality higher education within the State of North Carolina.

(3) Act as a liaison between the students and the Governor of the State of North Carolina, the North Carolina General Assembly, the Office of the President of the University of North Carolina, and other state and federal officials.

(4) Represent the students of the university before the University of North Carolina Board of Governors.

(5) Address and act on the collective interests of students enrolled in member institutions.

(6) Involve students in the political process by educating students on the issues affecting them.

(7) Actively involve students in the area of governmental relations so as to promote the passage or defeat of legislation, which the Association deems relevant to the students, their institutions, and higher education in North Carolina.

(8) Promote and maintain conditions conducive to academic freedom.

(9) Promote unity and cooperative efforts between the sixteen public institutions of The University of North Carolina.

 
(10) Provide services and benefits to members of the Association.

ARTICLE III – COMPOSITION
Section 1. Composition of the Association.


(1) The Association shall be a non-partisan organization comprised of representatives of the sixteen senior public institutions of The University of North Carolina.


(2) The Association shall constitute a single, multi campus student government association comprised of the following constituent institutions:
Appalachian State University 

East Carolina University 

Elizabeth City State University 

Fayetteville State University 

North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University 

North Carolina Central University 

North Carolina School of the Arts 

North Carolina State University at Raleigh

The University of North Carolina at Asheville 

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte 

The University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

The University of North Carolina at Pembroke

The University of North Carolina at Wilmington 

Western Carolina University 

Winston - Salem State University

Section 2. Equal opportunity in the Association.

There shall be no discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, sex, national origin, age, ethnic origin, or disability in the Association.

ARTICLE IV - LEGISLATIVE

Section 1.  Legislative power.  

The legislative power of the Association shall be vested in a unicameral General Assembly.

Section 2.  Apportionment of delegates.  

The General Assembly shall be composed of delegates selected by the member institutions as prescribed herein.  Each institution shall be entitled to no more than four delegates.

Section 3.  Selection of delegates.  

Delegates shall be selected by each member institution in such manner as it may prescribe, subject to the following requirements:

(1) all delegates must be qualified voters for the office of Student Body President at their institution; 

(2) the Student Body President shall be leader of the delegation for each institution, ex officio;

(3) the presiding officer of the student legislative body, or of the less numerous branch of a bicameral student legislative body, if there is such an officer, shall be a delegate for each instititution, ex officio;

(4) additional delegates for each institution shall be selected by such means as each member institution may prescribe through the legislative authority thereof, provided, that if no means for selection is prescribed, the Student Body President shall appoint such delegates, who shall serve at his or her discretion. 

Section 4. Delegate responsibilities and qualifications.

(1) All delegates of the Association shall be selected for their interest in, and their ability to contribute to the fulfillment of, the purposes of the Association, and all delegates shall be charged with the responsility of serving the best interests of the whole Association.

(2) All delegates shall attend all meetings of the Association, and shall participate in the discussion and dissemination of all issues and information pertaining to the Association and its members.
Section 5.  President as a non-voting delegate.

The President of the Association shall be an ex officio non-voting delegate of the General  Assembly.  Anyone elected President shall cease to be a delegate from his or her institiution upon assuming that office, and the vacancy thus created shall be filled by the means prescribed for appointment of additional delegates from that institution.

Section 6. Association officers as non-voting delegates.

Officers of the Association shall be ex officio non-voting delegates of the General Assembly, except as provided otherwise in this document. Anyone appointed as an officer shall cease to be a delegate from his or her institution upon assuming office, and the vacancy thus created shall be filled by the means prescribed for appointment of additional delegates from that institution.

Section 7.   Proxy delegates.  

Any delegate may designate a proxy to exercise his or her powers and duties as a delegate in his or her absence from meetings of the General Assembly.  All proxy delegates must be qualified voters for the office of Student Body President at the same institution as the appointing delegate.

Section 8.  Sessions of the General Assembly.  

The General Assembly shall convene in regular session in 2001-2002 and every academic year thereafter on a day early in the fall semester which the President of the Association shall prescribe.  The General Assembly shall not proceed upon public business unless a majority of qualified voting delegates representing a majority of qualified voting institutions is actually present, although a lesser number may recess or adjourn from meeting to meeting.  All regular sessions shall continue through the entire academic year.

Section 9.  Speaker of the Assembly.

The Senior Vice President of the Association shall serve as Speaker of the General Assembly.  The Speaker shall have such additional duties as may be prescribed by the General Assembly.

Section 10.  Other officers of the General Assembly.

(1) Speaker Pro Tempore.  The General Assembly shall elect from its qualified membership upon convening a Speaker Pro Tempore, who shall preside over the General Assembly during the physical or mental incapacity of the Speaker of the General Assembly to perform the duties of his or her office, during the absence of the Speaker, or at the discretion of the Speaker.

(2) Other officers.  The General Assembly shall elect its other officers as it deems appropriate.

Section 11.  Journal.  

The General Assembly shall keep a journal of its proceedings, which it shall cause to be printed and made public at the earliest possible convenience after its adjournment.

Section 12.  Record votes.  

Upon motion made in the General Assembly with the concurrence of one-fifth of the delegates present, the yeas and nays upon any question shall be taken and entered into the journal.

Section 13.  Organizational powers of the General Assembly.  

The General Assembly shall establish its own rules of procedure.  The Assembly shall be the judge of the qualifications and elections of its own members, and shall be entitled to censure delegates for disorderly behavior and, with the concurrence of a two-thirds majority of its qualified voting membership, expel a delegate.

Section 14.  Action on legislation.

All legislation shall be read twice in the General Assembly, with the yeas and nays recorded on the journal on the second reading, and signed by the President of the Association before it is adopted. Upon its adoption, legislation shall be forwarded by the Speaker to the Secretary of the Association in order that it may be enrolled.

Section 15.  Removal from office of Association Officers.  

The General Assembly may remove from office any Association Officer for such misconduct as it may deem severe enough to warrant his or her removal, by resolution signed upon its introduction by at least one-fifth of the qualified delegates and adopted with the concurrence of at least two-thirds of the qualified delegates.  Punishment levied upon adoption of such a resolution shall not extend beyond removal from and disqualification to hold office under this Constitution.

Section 16.  Powers and duties of the General Assembly.  

(1) Association policy.  The General Assembly shall adopt such resolutions as it deems expedient to support the purposes of the Association.

(2) Association bylaws.  The General Assembly shall adopt by a two-thirds vote such Association bylaws as it deems necessary to the implementation of the provisions of this Constitution or the welfare of the Association, but not inconsistent with this Constitution.

(3) Rules of the Assembly.  The General Assembly shall establish its own rules of procedure.

(4) Presidential appointments.  The General Assembly shall advise the President on all appointments to be made by him or her, and no Presidential appointment shall be effective beyond the next scheduled meeting of the General Assembly without its consent.

(5) Dissemination of information.  The General Assembly shall provide a forum for the dissemination of thoughts and ideas among the student leaders of the constituent institutions.

(6) Other powers and duties.  The General Assembly shall have all other powers necessary for the proper carrying out of the duties and privileges herein provided for.

Section 17. Establishment of Committees.

The General Assembly may establish such standing committees as it may deem necessary. Standing committees shall be established and their duties prescribed by vote of two-thirds of the voting membership of the General Assembly. Special committees may be created by the General Assembly or the Speaker of the General Assembly to perform specific functions not requiring the continuous existence of a committee. The Speaker of the General Assembly shall be a voting member of all standing and special committees, but the Speaker’s membership shall not be counted in determining a quorum.

ARTICLE V - EXECUTIVE

Section 17.  Executive power.

The executive power of the Association shall be vested in a President of the Association, as assisted by a Senior Vice-President, such Vice-Presidents as the President may see fit to establish, and a Secretary. These shall be known collectively as the Association Officers.

Section 18.  President and Senior Vice President; election, term, and qualfications.

(1) Election and term. The President and Senior Vice President shall be elected in a single election by the General Assembly at its final meeting of each academic year.  Their term of office shall be one year and shall commence on July 1 immediately following their election. 

(2) Qualifications.  No person shall be eligible for election to the office of President or of Senior Vice-President unless he or she has served as a delegate or officer prior to his or her election; nor shall any person be eligible for election to the office of President for more than two terms. Candidates for the office of President and Senior Vice President shall be a student in good standing at a constituent institution of The University of North Carolina.

Section 19. Succession to office of President. 

(1) Succession as President. The Senior Vice President-elect shall become President upon the failure of the President-elect to qualify. The Senior Vice President shall become President upon the death, resignation, or removal from office of the President.  A successor shall serve for the remainder of the term of the President whom he or she succeeds and until a new President is elected and qualified.  The Speaker Pro Tempore shall serve for the remainder of the term of Senior Vice President.
(2)  Acting President. During the absence of the President from Association business, or during the physical or mental incapacity of the President to perform the duties of his office, the Senior Vice President shall be Acting President.
Section 20. Duties of the President.

(1)  Chief Executive. The President shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Association, and shall be the Association’s official spokeperson to the public and to all governmental agencies and bodies.  He or she shall always strive to uphold the ideals and spirit of the Association’s purpose and policies.

(2) Membership on the Board of Governors.  Pursuant to the General Statutes of North Carolina, G.S. 116-6.1, the President shall serve as an ex officio member of the University of North Carolina Board of Governors and shall inform the Association of those activities of the Board which he or she deems significant.

(3) Information to General Assembly. The President shall from time to time give the General Assembly information of the affairs of the Association and recommend to their consideration such measures as he or she shall deem imperative. 

(4)  Budget. The President shall prepare and recommend to the General Assembly a comprehensive budget of the anticipated revenue and proposed expenditures of the Association for the ensuing fiscal period.  The budget, as enacted by the General Assembly, shall be administered by the President. The use of mandatory fees shall be limited to expenditures germane to the purposes of the Association.

(5) Organizational structure.  The President shall devise the organizational structure of the executive of the Association, which shall include the creation of the several Vice Presidents of the Association as the officers responsible for such matters as he or she may place within their respective jurisdictions.  He or she shall also create such special ad hoc committees and other bodies as he may deem expedient to assist in the discharge of his or her duties.

(6) Appointments.  The President shall appoint all Association Officers, by means of written certification to the Secretary and to the Speaker of the General Assembly, provided that no Presidential appointment shall be effective beyond the next scheduled meeting of the General Assembly without its consent.  Any student who is a qualified voter for the office of Student Body President at his or her institution shall be eligible for appointment as an Association Officer.  Any such appointment shall be at the pleasure of the President, and the term of all such appointments shall expire when the appointing President’s successor is elected and qualified.

(7) Information.  The President may at any time require information in writing from any of the Association Officers upon any subject relating to the duties of his or her office. 

(8) Other powers and duties. The President shall have such further powers and duties as may be prescribed by the Bylaws of the Associaiton.

Section 21. Duties of the Senior Vice President.

(1) Acts of the General Assembly.  The Senior Vice President shall ensure that the acts of the General Assembly be faithfully executed.

(2) General Assembly.  The Senior Vice President shall serve as chairperson and Speaker of the General Assembly.     

(3) Association’s agenda. The Senior Vice President shall assist the President in executing the Association’s agenda.

(4) Acting President. The Senior Vice President shall act as President of the Associaiton in his or her absence or inability to serve.
(5) Other powers and duties. The Senior Vice President shall have such further duties as may be prescribed by the bylaws of the Associaiton.

Section 6. Duties of the Secretary.

The Secretary shall keep an official record of all Association activities, including records of the activities of the President and Vice Presidents, all enactments of General Assembly, the Journal of the General Assembly, and all records of appointments and certifications provided for by this Constitution or by any bylaws which the General Assembly may see fit to adopt.  The Secretary shall also have such further duties as may be prescribed by the bylaws of the Associaiton. The Secretary shall keep the official seal of the Association. The Secretary shall be considered a delegate in accordance with Article IV, Section 2 of this Constitution.

Section 7. Duties of the Speaker Pro Tempore. 


(1) Parliamentary Procedure.  The Speaker Pro Tempore shall serve as a resource to the Speaker and the General Assembly concerning questions of interpretation of the Constitution, bylaws, special rules, and other pertinent documents of the Association, and shall assist the Speaker in the maintenance of parliamentary authority in the General Assembly. 


(2) Succession.  The Speaker Pro Tempore shall assume the duties of Senior Vice President in his or her absence or removal.  
ARTICLE VI – COUNCIL OF STUDENT BODY PRESIDENTS

Section 1. Membership. 

The membership of the Council of Student Body Presidents shall be as follows:

(1) The sixteen institutional Student Body Presidents of The University of North Carolina;

(2) President of the Association;

(3) Senior Vice President of the Association, ex officio non-voting;

(4) Speaker Pro Tempore, ex officio non-voting.

The members of the Council of Student Body Presidents shall constitute and also be known as the Board of Directors of the Association

Section 2. Powers and Duties. 

The Council of Student of Body Presidents shall conduct all business of the Association between meetings of the General Assembly and shall carry out the policies determined by the General Assembly. The Council shall have such further powers and duties as may be prescribed by the bylaws of the Associaiton or directed by the General Assembly.

Section 3.  Officers.

The Council of Student Body Presidents shall elect from its qualified membership upon convening a chair and a vice chairperson. No person other than a Student Body President shall serve as an officer of the Council.

ARTICLE VII – AMENDMENTS AND RULES OF ORDER

Section 1.  Constitutional Amendments.

A three-fourths vote of the General Assembly shall be required for amending this Constitution. This Constitution shall be ratified by a three-fourths majority of the delegates present and voting at a regular meeting of the General Assembly.

Section 2. Bylaw Amendments.

A two-thirds vote of the General Assembly shall be required for amending the bylaws of the Association

Section 3. Rules of Order.

Except as modified by specific rules and regulations enacted by the General Assembly, Robert's Rules of Order (latest edition) shall constitute the rules of parliamentary procedure applicable to all meetings of the General Assembly and its several committees, and the Council of Student Body Presidents.

Section 4. Supersession.  

This Constitution shall supersede any and all previous Constitutions of the Association adopted by the General Assembly.

Section 5. Relationship with the University.

Under such policies as may be prescribed by the University of North Carolina Board of Governors, the University of North Carolina President shall be responsible for the definition of roles and functions of any University-recognized system of student self-government and student participation in the governance of any aspect of University programs and services. The University of North Carolina President or designee shall approve all amendments to the Association’s Constitution and by laws. 
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